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of a kite in a back garden. Nor do we even
have to use the car to reach many of these
ready-made amusements : there is the wireless
in the sitting room, turning us into hearers
of the word and not doers, and the cinema
round the corner, turning us into spectators
and not makers : but, as Bacon remarked,
cc In this universe God only and the angels
may be spectators/9 and the world of to-day
does not seem to be peopled by angels ! All
these tendencies, social and economic, educa-
tional though some of them may be (and the
educational influence of the B.B.d cannot
be praised too highly), militate against that
home life which is a better education than
them all put together. There are other
tendencies which work together to the same
end. It may be hard, but it is not untrue, to
suggest that many parents are themselves
imperfectly educated : and a household where
the illustrated magazine is the sole reading
matter, the wireless the sole recreation, and
small talk about one's neighbours the sole
topic of conversation, is no school for life. It
often means spoilt children, and it is in my
experience an interesting social phenomenon,